Dear Dave, O/13/91 

Not unusually tired for the first time in days after a good nap and with only a short 
while before we take in and Orioles game, not enough time for any work, while £ nof longer 
have a clear recollection of the stories on the Middle East I*ve been sending or for that 
matter those in the bulging envelope, and having had a brief discussion of it with Jerry, 
who sees some of it as I do, I first say that he sees what I've been seeing all along, that 
the Bushaker Irwins have been and are changing national policy for that troubled area to 
replace the cold war for them and for the shift toward the Arab world as his "friends" 
there, The exaggerated attention to the hostage ploy by the Arabs - and I do not mqk-e the 
(interruption ) artificial distinction of Arab extremists or terrorists - yes, tint is about 
what I hdd in mind. It does not exist in that area. Not in the governments and not «nr>ng 
the multitudinous groups moat of which are in varying degres inclined toward terrorism ^nd 
all of which, Axlcuding the PLO, remain dedicated to the end of the State of Israel. 

(The lengthy interruption was by a reporter for the Moonie Washington i ’ines. They are 
sending him uo to do a story on Oliver Btone, ) 

Whether or not this hostage release was orchestrated or pressured by Iran and Syria, 
which is not unlikely as they cozy up to Bushaker, it was intended to and did exploit the 
US tendency to give that exaggerated attention and in this they did Bush a favor. That 
much less electronic time and print space on the frightening domestic problems. They also 
arranged it to be used and misused as anti— Israel, And the Bu^akers have done and are doing 
that. As is Perez^uellar. 

The second graf in the Post's lead on yesterday's story is, "The president also force- 
fully restated U«S. policy that Israel should free all Arabs it is detaining without trial,,," 
Thxs was followed up, if not guided into, last night's net TV news broadcasts calling for 
a gesture from Israel, Well, Israeli policy has always been to make a full exchange of this 
sort and that was restated in the recent past a number of ignored and down-played times. 

What none of last night '3 attention included is the very recent official Israeli state- 
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ment that it would swap if its own seven or their remains are included. Mostly that is h^in g 
ignored with the attitude that jterael should free all the terrorists so that the hostages of 
other countries would be freed. Their own? Triviality. However, I think maybe the Arabs will 
feel that they cannot ignore that offer and will make some response. They have already ob- 
tained much of what they sought and the rest is treating international affairs as a cheap 

bazaar and plaming off shoddy goods for real coin. Getting as much as they can for nothing. 

| 

I don t believe what x heard on earlyttmoming radio, attributed ti Iranian sources, 
that the Israelis liave agreed to free the sheik Obeid by Saturday, I think that is intended 
for use in inciting Arab masses. They did not run the risk of kidnapping him for nothing. 

The Israelis then intended using him and I'm sure still do. 

The British PM took the lead in calling for Israel to make a gesture. He can't be 
that .uniformed. It had not been more than six months since it made precisely such a gesture. 
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freeing 40 or 50, and in return got zilch. Maybe it will now or soon repeat this, but the 
Aiab records gives no reason to believe that there will be meaningful response. 

I've highlighted parts of yesterday's and today's Post stories to draw your attention 
to what if you read in haste you may miss. 

The disclosed portions of the message to the UN is irrational and impossible and it 
does entirely ignore the Israeli 7, knwjaing that Israel could not and would not. But it 
describes those in jail in Garmany for murder as "freedom fightersy'It can be read to in- 
clude all the wretched of the earth. 

It was simply dishonest and intended incitation for Bush to say what he did yesterday 
and make no reference to what Israel offers and to its recent ignored gensture of freeing 
those 40-50. 

What I intend saying is that Bush et al are to the degree they dare being openly anti- 
Israel with a thin cover of vagueness and pretended imp’artiality. This may not be un- 
natural for Oilman Bush. It has been rather much his record except during the u ulf war. 

When he had no choice. 

I hope the Israel public is perceiving what is clear enough for their papers to be 
indicating and will become more unified behind that awful Shamir's call of no land for 
"peace" tliat will not and now cannot come. Except as I indicated earlier, dumping Gaza 
back onto the ^ab world that saw to its ruin and wretchedness. I am now even more convin- 
ced because of this new US pplicy that Israel cannot survive giving up the actual homeland 
(virtually never described here as that, which it is) of Samaria and 4 udea. w r, as Jerry 

agrees, the Golan ^eights. Too many Jews were and would again me killed from there. Im- 
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age that even the kindergartens until Israel ft apur ed it had to have bomb shelters and the 

tiny tots had to be taught how to get there and what to do. At su-jh a young age? 

The US media hqs never informed the people of the actualities of Israel's problems and 

catastrophes at the hands of the terrorists so well financed and otherwise supported by the 

wealthier Arab states.Few know anything about the history, ancient or modern, and all are 

susceptible to Bushaker sound-bites that are ‘ill angled. Israel does not dare respond as 

it should. 3t can't. So the situation is worsening and will continue to unless there is s 
o 

qmn i<inH of radical change. If there is, it will not be initiated by Bushaker. u r Major. 

Or Gorby. 

I've seen and heard nothing lately that indicates the Arab world has abandoned its 
intention to end Israel and I've seen quite a bi£ that guardedly says this. Including the 
statement carried by the Brit and the Assad interview in the Post that perhaps you have 
read by now. Or, I 3 till see another holocaust as not impossible. How for the Orioles! 
Resumed 8/l6. V/hen ~il was moving around better Wednesday and I was at f&pkins she 

stuffed the envelope for you, sealed and stamped it, and it encloses what I refer to above. 
The ng of time brings littel change in what amount to a large campaign against •‘•srael. 
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11 be enclosing none examples. L«e„ when yesterday a Lebanese top Shiite dll.,. for 
ose tolding tiie seven Israelis or their re-rins to respond favorably to Israel's offer 
of a togcon release in exchange for proof of the living or the death of the seven, no 
mention m the Post. But a main story in the issue of the 15*i» headed "Israel Demands 
Word on rows and that story still gives the conformed reader little information. How- 
ever. there is prejudice in the first gr^of the lead, after saying the the m sffort 
had come to a temporary baht '"after talks with IsraeU^egotiators &ed to produce the 
Israeli 'gesture' the W diplomat had said he hoped for. Israel continues to press for 
^information about its missing servicemen as* a preoondition of any such gesture." 
^^Aside from the fact that there would be nothing unusual if Israel held that position, 

■ being normal, it is not true. Israel offered a token release in return for proofs. 

hater in the story, "In Pittsburgh Bush continued to emphasise the pain felt by 
hostage families riding the roller coaster of hope and diasppointment. « Inferential^ 

Israel s fault, which isn t so. Can you think of any reason why Bush should not have 
stated support for the Israel/ offer of releases for only information? But if he had the 
implied fault for the continuation of the hostages captivity could not be attributed 
to Israel because it then would be clear that it was not responsible for the delay in any 
negotiations. In not taking a position Bush to actuality supports Arab blactail and pro- 
paganda. If he took a public position in support of Israel's fair offer it would place 
the onus on those oh whom it belongs, the Arabs who are stonewalling and using their stone- 
walling as an instrument for anti-Israeli propaganda. 

The post of the 1th also carried more than a colutai about Obeid: "Kidnapped 
Shiite Cleric's Family awaits Homecoming in Hostage Swap." The subhead is," Wife b ays 
She Is liaising ^Children 'on Enmity to laraeV&th a la^e picture of a pretty little 
girl looking at her father's picture. Impartial? No. Nothing like it. relating to the famil- 
ies of thr Israeli 7, for example, and this is designed, as psssibl^ the Arab reporter 
intended and the Post has to have known in publishing it, to foster hatred for Isarel. 
Today's (16) Post has no hostage/negotiations story but it has more than 
«olumn beginnin three: /columns wide o« the first page oAhe second news section headed 
that Israel is ex P ell ‘^5falWtinians : ^^tu^ out that this refers to about 20 women 
rom other countries married to Pales t^Syliving in Gaza or the West Bank and who are 
there illegally. There is no story on Kuwait's mass expulsion of hundreds u,ho were in Kuwait 
legally, including many Palestinians. Not because the Post didn't know. It was i>n last night's 
radio news. I think this one incident highlights the Post's inetntiond and I find that 
largely true of the electronic reporting I catch. 

The intent is to form the opinion of those of influence in the Washington area and in 
support of administration policy on Israel an d the iiuslim world. It also serv^to form the 
opinions of all other readers and a not inciosiderable number of media elements. 



